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Town  Hall. 

Workington. 

November,  1973. 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Workington. 


Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  fourth  Annual  Report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It  is  written  on  the  lines 
laid  down  by  Circular  No.  1/73  of  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Social  Security. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  were  generally  satis¬ 
factory.  Once  again  I  have  published  two  tables  showing 
the  trends  of  population,  births,  deaths  and  various  mortality 
rates  with  respect  to  the  Borough  over  the  past  ten  years. 

I  note  with  regret  that  once  again  measles  takes  its  toll, 
jeopardising  the  present  and  future  health  of  its  young 
victims.  We  do  have  a  vaccine. 

In  my  report  for  1971  I  made  some  vigorous  remarks 
about  sewage  treatment  and  disposal — when,  I  wonder,  will 
we  all  wake  up?  Together  with  the  perennial  and  funda¬ 
mental  problem  of  housing,  there  are  three  great  tasks  con¬ 
tinually  facing  local  government — the  maintenance  of  the 
highest  possible  standards  of  food  hygiene;  coupled  wiffi  a 
determined  and  sustained  effort  to  educate  the  general 
public;  an  efficient  and  effective  system  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal — some  day  we  may  even  get  round  to  recycling; 
and  the  proper  and  safe  treatment  and  disposal  of  both 
domestic  and  industrial  sewage — this  too  is  capable  of  being 
recycled.  These  are  the  imperatives  of  our  time. 

Systematic  and  wholly  comprehensive  sex  education  has 
now  also  become  an  imperative,  including  not  only  an  explicit 
account  and  explanation  of  the  anatomy,  physiology,  and 
psychology — the  biology — of  sex  and  sexual  development, 
attitudes,  behaviour  and  activity;  but  also  a  thorough  ex¬ 
ploration  of  personal  relationships  generally  between  people 
of  all  ages  stressing  the  importance  of  marriage  and  the 
family  unit.  Nothing  must  be  missed  out:  no  issue  must  be 
fudged  or  dodged.  If  we  do  not  tell  our  children  they  will 
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find  out  for  themselves — the  hard  way;  the  tragic  way — and 
sex  is  too  important  an  influence  on  our  lives  and  on  our 
happiness  for  that. 

Sex  education  should  be  an  integral  and  compulsory 
part  of  the  school  curriculum  from  the  day  the  child  enters 
infants  school  to  the  day  the  young  person  leaves  senior 
school — a  continuous  and  sequential  process  as  natural  and 
as  accepted  as  mathematics  and  english.  Ignorance  or, 
worse  still  half-baked  or  incomplete  information,  will  not 
‘protect’  our  children,  it  will  serve  only  to  whet  their 
curiosity  and  appetite  and  render  them  terribly  vulnerable. 

To  default  on  this  matter;  to  pay  heed  to  the  more 
vapid  utterences  of  the  Longford  Report;  to  ignore  the  so- 
called  permissive  society  in  the  hope  that  it  will  quietly  go 
away;  to  content  ourselves  with  the  one-off  talk  on  ‘Sex’ — 
leaving  out  all  the  interesting  bits — to  school  leavers;  this  is 
to  court  disaster.  This  is  to  leave  our  children  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  pomographer,  the  graffitti  on  the  lavatory 
wall,  the  dirty  snigger  in  the  comer  of  the  playground.  Our 
only  defence  is  knowledge  and  understanding. 

I  need  hardly  add  that  one  of  the  final  instalments  of  a 
sex  education  programme  reaching  throughout  a  school- 
childs  life  must  concern  itself  with  family  planning  and  con¬ 
traception— These  are  the  parents  of  tomorrow;  we  want  it 
to  be  a  responsible  tomorrow. 

Now  some  of  you  may  well  think  that  with  a  local  birth 
rate  of  only  13.8  per  thousand  of  the  population — below  the 
national  average^— the  last  thing  we  need  here  is  family  plan¬ 
ning.  To  this  I  would  reply  that  if  only  one  couple  in  the 
borough  produces  one  child  more  than  they  want — or  with 
whom  they  can  cope — and  as  a  result  find  themselves  beset 
with  marital  disharmony  and  strife,  poor  health  (usually  on 
the  part  of  the  mother),  emotional  and  mental  upset,  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties,  living  in  overcrowded  conditions,  or  even 
homeless — then  we  are  in  need  of  a  first  class  family  plan¬ 
ning  service  in  this  part  of  the  world.  I  can  assure  members 
that  I  would  have  little  difficulty  in  finding  such  a  couple. 

Almost  all  the  problems  facing  us  as  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  urgency  in  our  society  in  this  day  and  age — ignor¬ 
ance,  poverty,  housing,  pollution  and  resource  depletion — are 
lost  causes  unless  when  tackling  them  we  give  people — and 
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motivate  them  to  make  good  use  of  it  —  a  comprehensive 
family  planning  service. 

Drug  abusage  is  another  growing  problem  of  our  time. 
In  this  connection  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  the  majority  of 
drug  addicts  are  not  to  be  found  among  our  children,  but 
among  their  parents  and  grandparents.  Sleeping  pills,  alcohol, 
and  tobacco  are  the  means — the  causes  are  more  complex 
and  intracticable.  The  remedy  is  in  our  own  hands — all  we 
need  is  the  will  plus  a  little  action  at  national  level.  When 
will  the  government  take  more  vigorous  action  against  that 
particularly  disgusting  and  dangerous  habit  of  smoking 
tobacco  which  costs  tens  of  thousands  of  deaths  a  year  from 
cancer  and  more  still  from  heart  disease?  How  can  we  be 
expected  to  persuade  young  people  not  to  experiment  with 
smoking  cannabis  when  the  truly  dangerous  habit  of  smoking 
tobacco  is  permitted  to  continue  unchecked  and  indeed  made 
a  source  of  national  revenue?  This  nonsensical  situation 
makes  hypocrites  of  us  all. 

As  for  the  pills,  will  parents  at  least  keep  them  out  of 
the  reach  of  their  children  and  remember  to  hand  all  left¬ 
overs  in  to  the  nearest  chemist.  Do  not  leave  temptation  in 
your  child’s  path. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  all  the 
staff  for  their  work  during  the  year  and  for  the  help  in  prob¬ 
lems  from  colleagues  and  other  departments.  I  wish  too 
to  express  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  kind  consideration  of  all 
matters  during  the  year.  Finally  I  wish  to  thank  all  my 
colleagues  in  general  practice,  the  hospital  service  and  the 
public  health  laboratory  service,  for  their  collaboration  and 
very  considerable  help — I  think  that  we  are  indeed  antici¬ 
pating  the  unified  service  that  is  now  just  over  the  horizon  of 
time. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

ANTONY  HARGREAVES. 
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STATISTICS 

1.  General. 

(a)  The  level  of  unemployment  at  the  end  of  the  year 
increased  considerably  over  the  figures  for  last  year,  this 
increase  was  reflected  through  all  the  groups.  There  was 
also  a  large  increase  in  the  national  percentage  unemploy¬ 
ment  figures. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  601  men  (485  in  1971), 
334  women  (248  in  1971)  62  boys  and  girls  (39  in  1971). 
The  national  percentage  unemployment  figure  at  that  time 
was  4.3. 


(b)  Town  Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  .  5,644 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of 

Residents — mid  Year  1972)  .  28,700 

Rateable  Value  .  £1,235,184 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  .  £11,710 

Total  number  of  domestic  premises  .  9,936 


2.  Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

Live  Births : 

Number — 396. 

Males 

Legitimate  Births  178 

Illegitimate  Births  22 


200 


Rate  per  1,000  population 
Adiusted  rate  (factor  1.05) 
Illegitimate  live  births  (per 
cent  of  total  live  births) 

Still  Births : 


Number — 4. 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 


Females  Total 

176  354 

20  42 

196  396 

(E.  &  W.) 
13.8  14.8 

14.5 

10.5% 


(E.  &  W.) 


10.0  12.0 
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Infant  Deaths : 

Number — 5  (including  1  illegitimate). 

Infant  Mortality  Rates : 

Total  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births  12.6  17.2 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births  11.3 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births  23.8 
Neo-natal  mortality  rate 
(deaths  under  four  weeks  per 
1,000  live  births)  7.6  12.0 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate 
(deaths  under  one  week 

per  1,000  live  births)  5.1  10.0 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still 
births  and  deaths  under  one 
week  combined  per 

1,000  total  births)  15.0  21.7 

Deaths. 

Males  Females  Total 

Deaths  (all  ages)  208  187  395 

(E.  &  W.) 

Crude  death  rate  per 

1,000  population  13.8  12.1 

Adjusted  death  rate  14.5 

Deaths  from  certain  causes: 

Tuberculosis  . 1 

Cancer  of  the  lung .  21 

Cancer  of  the  uterus  .  Nil 

Cancer  of  the  breast  .  6 

Leukaemia  .  2 

Influenza  .  3 

Pneumonia  .  18 

Bronchitis  . 15 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  .  125 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  .  50 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . .  5 

Other  accidents  .  4 

Suicide  .  1 
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3.  Notes  and  Comparisons  on  Vital  Statistics : 

Detailed  figures  relate  to  Workington  Borough  for  the 
past  10  years,  and  giving  comparisons  with  England  and 
Wales  during  the  same  period,  are  shown  overleaf. 


COMMENTARY 

The  number  of  births  has  now  been  falling  steadily  since 
1965.  Although  there  is  a  national  trend  downwards,  the 
trend  is  considerably  steeper  in  Workington.  This,  together 
with  an  increasing  death  rate  (further  increasing  when  ad¬ 
justed  to  take  account  of  demographic  structure)  and  the 
decline  in  population,  indicates  an  emigration  of  young 
people  from  the  town.  The  increase  between  the  crude  and 
adjusted  death  rates  in  what  is  on  the  whole  a  rather  elderly 
population  compared  with  the  national  demographic  struc¬ 
ture  in  fact  indicates  a  slight  increase  in  the  death  rates  in 
the  older  middle  aged  group,  compared  with  the  national 
picture. 

We  have  in  fact  this  year,  at  least  temporarily  achieved 
population  stasis — the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  for  the 
Borough  match  each  other  (excess  of  births  over  deaths  for 
1972  was  in  fact  precisely  1). 


TABLE  ONE 

Population  England  England 

Workington  Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  and  Wales  and  Wales 

Borough  Live  Births  Birth  Rate  Adjusted  Deaths  Death  Rate  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  Death  Rate 
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TABLES  THREE  AND  FOUR 

Birth  Rate  Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Death  Rate 
(uncorrected)  (adjusted)  (uncorrected)  (adjusted) 


Workington  M.B. 

13.8 

14.5 

13.8 

14.5 

Urban  District  Councils 
of  Qimiberland 

13.9 

14.6 

12.9 

13.0 

Rural  Districts  Councils 
of  Cumberland 

13.8 

15.5 

13.3 

12.6 

Administrative  County 
of  Cumberland 

13.8 

15.0 

13.1 

12.7 

England  and  Wales 

14.8 

14.8 

12.1 

12.1 

TABLE  FIVE 

Age  at  Death  of  Workington  Residents — 1972 


Age 

Groups 

Under  4 

weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  1  year 

** 

1 

TT 

t-H 

1 

ts 

1 

i-H 

25  —  34 

'*■ 

1 

1 

55  —  64 

■>c 

N, 

1 

VO 

75  &  over 

Total 

Males 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

7 

10 

12 

44 

71 

64 

208 

Females 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

• 

4 

10 

18 

49 

101 

187 

Total 

1972 

3 

2 

3 

— 

2 

2 

14 

22 

62 

130 

165 

395 
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B4 

B5 

B6  (1) 

B6  (2) 
Bll 
B14 
B18 

B19  (1) 

B19  (2) 

B19  (3) 

B19  (4) 

B19  (5) 

B19  (6) 

B19  (7) 
B19  (8) 
B19  (9) 

B  19(10) 
B 19(1 1) 

B20 

B21 

B22 

B46  (1) 

B23 

B46  (2) 

B46  (3) 
B24 

B46  (4) 


TABLE  SIX 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 1972 

Deaths  All  Ages 
M  F 

ALL  CAUSES  208  187 

Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases 

Diseases  .  1  — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  .  —  1 

Late  effects  of  Respiratory  T.B.  » —  — 

Other  Tuberculosis  ......  — *  — 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  —  — * 

Measles  .  —  — 

Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases  .  —  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 


Buccal,  Cavity,  etc .  1  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Oesophagus  . .  3  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Stomach  .  13  9 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Intestine  .  6  12 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Larynx  . 1  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Lung,  Bronchus  .  18  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  n/a  6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  n/a  - — 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Prostate  .  4  n/a 

Leukaemia  .  1  1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  9  6 

Benign  and  Unspecified 

Neoplasms  .  —  — 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .  —  5 


Avitaminoses,  etc .  —  — 

Other  Endocrine  etc.. 

Diseases  .  — 

Anaemias  . —  — 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc  —  — 

Mental  Disorders  .  —  — 

Meningitis  .  —  — 

Multiple  Sclerosis  .  —  1 
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B46  (5)  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 

System  .  2 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart 

Disease  .  1  2 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease  .  —  1 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  74  51 

B29  Other  forms  of  Heart 

Disease  .  6  14 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  22  28 

B46  (6)  Other  Diseases  of 

Circulatory  System  .  6  13 

B31  Influenza  . 2  1 

B32  Pneumonia  .  11  7 

B33  (1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  10  5 

B33(2)  Asthma  .  —  — 

B46  (7)  Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  System  .  3  2 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer  .  1  1 

B36  Intestinal  Obstruction 

and  Hernia  .  —  — 

B37  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .  1  2 

B46  (8)  Other  Diseases  of 

Digestive  System  .  1  3 

B38  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  I  — * 

B39  Hyperplasis  of  Prostrate  —  n/a 

B46  (9)  Other  Diseases 

Genito -Urinary  System  — * 

B46(10)  Diseases  of  Skin 

Subcutaneous  Tissue  .  — 


B46(ll)  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal 


System  . 1  — 

B42  Congenital  Anomalies  .  —  1 

B43  Birth  Injury, 

Difficult  Labour  etc.  .  —  — 

B44  Other  Causes  of 

Perinatal  Mortality  .  1  — 

B45  Symptoms  and  Ill-defined 

Conditions  .  1  5 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  4  1 

B48  All  Other  Accidents  .  2  2 

BE49  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted 

Injuries  .  1  — 

BE 50  All  other  External  Causes  —  — 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(a)  Staff 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Antony  Hargreaves, 
took  up  his  appointment  on  the  1st  November,  1969. 

(b)  Laboratory  Services 

Routine  samples  of  milk  and  water  are  undertaken  by 
the  Carlisle  Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Service  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  D.  G.  Davies  to  whom  the  Department 
has  been  much  indebted  over  the  year  not  only  for  routine 
work  but  for  much  help  in  queries  and  elucidation  of  food 
infestation  and  contamination. 

Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  consultant  pathologist  of  the 
West  Cumberland  Hospital,  Dr.  D.  Smith,  who  kindly 
carried  out  routine  Vi-agglutinin  tests  for  water  personnel  of 
the  West  Cumberland  Water  Board. 

(c)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

There  are  two  clinic  centres  in  Workington  Borough — 
the  main  clinic  at  Park  Lane  adjacent  to  the  Town  Hall  and 
asatelite  clinic  at  Salterbeck.  The  services  available  at  these 
clinics  are  as  follows:  — 

Child  Development  Assessment 

Park  Lane — by  appointment. 

Salterbeck — by  appointment. 

School  Clinic 

No  fixed  sessions  but  appointments  for  special 
cases  are  held  according  to  need. 

Dental  Clinic 

At  both  clinics  by  appointment. 

Orthopaedic  and  After  Care 

By  appointment  (now  changing  to  hospital  out¬ 
patient  department). 

Speech  Therapy  and  Teaching  of  the  Deaf 
By  appointment. 

Child  Guidance 

By  appointment  on  Wednesdays  at  Park  Lane. 


14 


In  addition  Cervical  Cytology  clinics  are  held  at  Park 
Lane  and  Salterbeck  by  appointment.  Orthoptic  treatment  is 
carried  out  by  appointment  in  cases  selected  by  the  consul¬ 
tant  ophthalmologist  at  the  out-patient  department  in  Work¬ 
ington  Infirmary  or  in  the  clinic  by  appointment. 

Other  Medical  services,  provided  under  Part  III  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Cumberland  County  Council.  Information  about  these  ser¬ 
vices,  including  immunisation  services,  and  assistance  and 
advice  in  connection  with  Family  Planning,  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Area  Health  Office,  Fieldside,  Elizabeth  Street, 
Workington. 

Home  Nursing  and  Maternity  Services  are  now  an  inte¬ 
gral  part  of  the  Family  Doctor  Service,  together  with  the 
Health  Visiting  Service  and  enquiries  should  accordingly  be 
addressed  to  the  appropriate  Family  Practice  Surgery. 

Immunisation  procedures  are  carried  out  at  the  surgeries 
of  the  family  doctors  byl  appointment,  all  births  in  the  Cbu-nty 
(and  details  of  incoming  children)  being  stored  in  the 
memory  banks  of  a  computor  and  the  appointment  auto¬ 
matically  sent  out  directly  to  the  parents  on  each  occasion  at 
the  appropriate  time :  also  at  schools  by  special  arrangement. 


(d)  National  Assistance  Acts 

No  proceedings  were  necessary  under  these  Acts  during 
the  year. 


(e)  Port  Health 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  during  the 
year.  Re -vaccination  against  small  pox  of  ships’  crews  was 
well  maintained  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  presents  his  report 
immediately  after  this  one  and  gives  in  detail  the  work 
carried  out  in  environmental  aspects  of  the  health  of  the 


o  ■  M 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1.  General 

The  general  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  town 
was  low  but  the  prevalence  of  measles,  in  and  out  of  its 
normal  season,  continued. 

2.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

As  a  result  of  the  computer  programming  of  vaccination 
and  immunisation  it  is  now  no  longer  possible  to  give  you  a 
statistical  breakdown  for  the  district  area,  the  figures  being 
arranged  according  to  family  Doctor  practices,  I  am,  there¬ 
fore,  obliged  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  his  report  on 
the  situation  in  the  County  as  a  whole. 

“Arrangements  for  the  call  up  of  children  for  vaccina¬ 
tion  and  immunisation  through  the  County  Council’s  com¬ 
puter  scheme  continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

“With  the  annual  publication  of  the  Community  Health 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Statistics  by  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Security,  concern  was  expressed  by  this 
authority  that  no  account  was  taken  of  migration  between 
authorities.  Consequently,  considerably  lower  results  were 
being  recorded  for  the  county  than  was  actually  the  case.  It 
was  stated  that  in  the  administrative  county  of  Cumberland 
only  84%  of  those  children  bom  in  1969  were  fully  protected 
at  the  end  of  1971.  Computer  records,  on  the  other  hand, 
confirmed  that  in  fact  91%  of  those  children  bom  in  Cumb¬ 
erland  during  the  year  were  fully  protected.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  it  will  be  possible  to  cope  more  efficiently 
with  the  problem  of  migration  after  1974  on  the  basis  of  the 
new  enlarged  administrative  area. 

“As  forecast  in  last  year’s  report,  it  is  now  possible  to 
confirm  that  the  proportion  of  children  bom  in  1970  who  are 
at  present  fully  protected  according  to  the  vaccination 
schedule  set  out  below  stands  at  91%. 

SCHEDULE  OF  VACCINATION  AND 
IMMUNISATION  PROCEDURES 

6  months  Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  Oral  Polio 

8  months  Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  Oral  Polio. 

14  months  Diph/Tet/Pert.  and  Oral  Polio. 

15  months  Measles. 

4  years  6  months  Diph/Tet  and  Oral  Polio. 
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Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Pertussis  and  Poliomyelitis 

I  show  below  the  tables  which  have  annually  been 
shown  of  the  actual  numbers  of  protective  procedures  under¬ 
taken  during  1972,  the  figures  in  brackets  relating  to  1971 :  — 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  during  the  year 
were  as  follows:  — 

Primary  Courses — pre-school  children  3048  (2597) 

Primary  Courses — school  children  287  (  192) 

Reinforcing  injections — -pre  school  children  —  (57) 

Reinforcing  injections — school  children  2628  (2678) 


Tetanus  Immunisation 

During  1972  the  following  numbers  of  children  were 
immunised :  — 

Primary  Course — pre-school  children  3048  (2598) 

Primary  Courses — school  children  316  (  204) 

Reinforcing  injections — pre-school  children  —  (  67) 

Reinforcing  injections — -school  children  4167  (3304) 


Whooping  Cough  immunisation 

The  numbers  of  children  immunised  during  the  year 
were  as  follows:  — 

Primary  Courses— -pre-school  children  3048  (2590) 

Primary  Courses — school  children  18  (  33) 

Reinforcing  injections — pre-school  children  —  (  46) 

Reinforcing  injections — school  children  110  (  333) 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

Primary  Courses — pre-school  children  3075  (2644) 

Primary  Courses — school  children  332  (  274) 

Reinforcing  injections^ — pre- school  children  —  (26) 

Reinforcing  injections — school  children  3503  (3121) 

“The  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children  completing  a 
primary  course  of  vaccination  and  immunisation  before  start¬ 
ing  school  is  most  gratifying.  No  pre-school  children  were 
required  to  have  a  reinforcing  injection. 
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Measles 

“According  to  the  current  schedule  of  vaccination  and 
immunisation  procedures  measles  vaccination  is  recom¬ 
mended  at  15  months  of  age.  During  1972.  2,865  children 
were  protected  compared  with  2,814  in  the  previous  year. 
93%  of  these  children  received  their  appointments  through 
the  computer  call-up  system. 

“During  the  year  the  possibility  was  raised  of  offering 
measles  vaccination  to  12  year  old  children  in  addition  to  the 
school  entrants  who  have  not  already  been  vaccinated  or 
have  no  natural  immunity.  In  order  to  assess  the  need  for 
such  action  it  was  agreed  to  conduct  a  pilot  survey  in  the 
Cockermouth  area  of  the  county.  Results  showed  that  only 
8%  of  the  12  year  olds  were  at  hazard  and,  therefore,  it  was 
decided  to  take  no  further  action  regarding  vaccinating  this 
age  group  on  a  county-wide  basis. 


Rubella 

“In  1970  the  Joint  Committee  on  Vaccination  and  Im¬ 
munisation  recommended  that  vaccination  against  rubella 
should  be  offered  to  all  girls  between  their  11th  and  14th 
birthdays  but  that  initially  priority  should  be  given  to  older 
girls,  i.e.  those  in  their  14th  year.  Supplies  of  vaccine,  how¬ 
ever,  were  not  readily  available  until  the  beginning  of  1971, 
when  this  authority  commenced  its  programme  of  vaccina¬ 
tion.  During  1972,  2,378  girls  received  rubella  vaccination — 
144  more  than  in  1971.  By  vaccinating  double  year  groups 
it  is  hoped  that  by  1974  the  age  at  which  rubella  vaccination 
is  offered  will  have  been  lowered  to  11  years. 


Tuberculosis 

“BCG  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was  again  offered 
during  the  year  to  11-12  year  old  children.  3,915  children 
received  a  preliminary  skin  test  and  of  these  381,  i.e.  9.7% 
were  found  positive.  The  remainder  who  represent  the 
majority  susceptible  to  tuberculosis  infection  were  offered 
BCG  vaccination,  a  total  of  3,159  being,  in  fact,  so  protected. 
Twelve  children  were  already  under  the  care  of  the  chest 
clinic.” 
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Measles  Notifications  —  Cumberland 
Four-weekly  Periods 


Year 
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Table  7  and  8  which  follow  give  the  incidence  of  noti¬ 
fiable  diseases  and  the  number  of  deaths  and  death-rate  from 

tuberculosis  in  the  year  1972. 

TABLE  SEVEN 
WORKINGTON  M.B. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 1972 


Diseases 

Total  No. 
of  cases. 

Age  Groups. 

i 

+ 

+ 

CN 

+ 

+ 

rr 

5—9 

10 — 14 

15—24 

25  + 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough 
Typhoid 

Infective  Jaundice 

Food  Poison 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory 

Non  Respiratory 

14 

150 

1 

2 

6 

9 

1 

7 

2 

9 

1 

17 

10 

94 

r~ 

/ 

1 

1 

2 

Total  No. 
of  cases. 

T 

T 

n 

ON 

1 

10—14 

ON 

1 

20—24 

25—44 

1 

s 

55—64 

65—74 

+ 

»r> 

8 

2 

1 

1 

I 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 
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TABLE  EIGHT 

Tuberculosis — Workington — 1 972 — 
Deaths  and  Death  Rate 


No.  of  Deaths — Workington 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Pop. 

Year* 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

Workington 

England 
and  Wales 

1911-1915 

27.3 

4.8 

32.1 

1.69 

1.41 

1916-1920 

21.8 

13.4 

35.2 

1.25 

1.48 

1921-1925 

17.4 

6.6 

24.0 

0.88 

1.08 

1926-1930 

18.2 

8.2 

26.4 

1.01 

0.94 

1931-1935 

22.8 

8.0 

30.8 

1.19 

0.81 

1936-1940 

20.0 

5.4 

25.4 

0.92 

0.67 

1941-1945 

19.7 

5.9 

25.6 

0.86 

0.66 

1946-1950 

17.2 

1.8 

19.0 

0.67 

0.48 

1951-1955 

9.0 

0.8 

9.8 

0.34 

0.22 

1956-1960 

22 

0.4 

2.6 

0.09 

0.10 

1961-1965 

0.6 

— 

0.6 

0.02 

0.06 

1966 

— 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.05 

1967 

— 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.04 

1968 

2 

— — 

2 

0.07 

0.05 

1969 

- — 

— 

— 

0.00 

0.04 

1970 

1 

— 

1 

0.03 

0.04 

1971 

1 

— 

1 

0.04 

0.04 

1972 

1 

— 

1 

0.03 

0.03 
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4.  Cancer  and  Bronchitis 

Deaths  from  cancer  totalled  97  an  increase  of  28  on  the 
previous  year.  The  distribution  by  sex  and  site  was  as 
follows :  — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

13 

9 

22 

Lung,  bronchus 

18 

3 

21 

Breast 

n/a 

6 

6 

Uterus 

n/a 

— 

— 

Intestine 

6 

12 

18 

Other  forms 

15 

15 

30 

52 

45 

97 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
bronchus  continue  higher  than  from  any  other  form.  Again 
let  me  remind  you  of  the  two  main  preventative  measures — 
The  voluntary  giving  up  of  the  habit  of  smoking  cigarettes 
by  the  individual  and  the  corporate  attack  on  air  pollution 
from  coal  smoke. 


if  n  iS  bit  *  ■  t 
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Annual  Report 

of 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


24 


Town  Hall, 

Workington. 

November,  1973. 

To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Workington. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Whilst  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  this  report  on  the 
work  carried  out  and  the  services  provided  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  my  eighth  year  of  office,  the  pleasure  is  some¬ 
what  tinged  with  regret.  This  is  virtually  my  last  report  of 
this  type  to  the  Borough,  for  whilst  a  report  will  have  to  be 
prepared  for  1973,  it  is  likely  that  this  will  merely  provide 
the  statistical  information  required  by  the  appropriate 
Government  Departments.  The  spectre  of  Local  Government 
Reorganisation,  which  has  for  so  long  been  on  the  horizon, 
has  now  become  a  reality;  and  in  a  few  months  Workington 
will  merge  into  the  new  Allerdale  District  Council.  No  doubt 
many  have,  quite  rightly,  been  apprehensive  about  this  forth¬ 
coming  change  but  I  am  convinced  that  in  the  long  term  it 
will  prove  to  be  of  benefit  to  our  community.  This  is  parti¬ 
cularly  so  in  the  Environmental  Health  field,  where  it  was 
decided  that  the  principal  functions  should  be  dealt  with  by 
the  District  Council.  Their  decision  was,  I  feel,  of  vital 
importance  as  the  work  of  this  Department  always  has  been, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  concerned  with  people  and  with  the 
quality  of  their  lives.  The  new  District  Councils’  will  be  able 
to  establish  strong  environmental  Health  departments  to 
oversee  the  environmental  health  of  the  area  and  provide  an 
effective  public  service  as  was  envisaged  by  Mr.  Peter  Walker 
when  he  introduced  the  Local  Government  Bill  to  Parliament. 
These  departments  should  be  able  to  utilise  the  expertise 
available  to  them  to  deal  with  the  increasing  complexity  of 
the  problems  facing  us  today  and  to  fully  deal  with  matters 
which,  because  of  the  lack  of  time  or  resources,  the  existing 
Authorities  have  not  been  able  to  give  the  attention  they 
would  have  wished. 

I  feel  that  Workington,  which  has  for  so  long  been 
regarded  as  an  environmental  backwater,  has  over  the  last 
few  years  made  major  steps  forward  towards  improving  the 
environment  and  has  implemented  policies  which  in  the  long 
term  will  prove  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  inhabitants. 


25 


The  work  of  this  department  has  formed  an  integral 
part  of  these  developments  and  policies  particularly  in  the 
fields  of  private  housing  and  atmospheric  pollution.  But 
there  is  certainly  no  ground  for  complacency.  Some  of  our 
inhabitants  still  live  in  properties  which  are  sub-standard, 
others  live  in  properties  without  baths  or  hot  water  or  con¬ 
tinue  the  long  haul  down  the  yard  to  the  outside  toilet.  After 
all  this  is  1973,  four  years  after  man  first  landed  on  the 
moon,  the  so  called  technological  era.  We  have  made  con¬ 
siderable  in -roads  into  these  problems  but  much  remains  to 
be  done  and  if  we  are  ultimately  to  solve  them,  the  policies 
which  we  have  started  must  be  continued,  indeed,  expanded 
upon. 

Over  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  possible  to  detect  a 
growing  public  awareness  to  pollution  in  all  its  forms  and  in 
consequence  the  public  are  demanding  improved  standards. 
This  is  reflected  in  the  enthusiastic  response  which  has  been 
given  to  smoke  control  in  the  Borough.  Indeed  people  are 
now  questioning  the  necessity  of  the  pollution  so  evident 
from  our  industrial  complex.  For  so  long  this  has  been  con¬ 
sidered  something  which  they  must  ‘put  up  with’  for  the 
sake  of  the  employment  it  provides  but  it  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  obvious  that  this  is  not  the  whole  of  the  picture. 
The  pollution  which  unfortunately  typifies  the  area  in  so 
many  people’s  minds,  merely  serves  to  retard  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  area.  Technology  is  now  so  advanced  that  the 
pollution  could  be  prevented,  provided  the  investment  was 
available,  such  investment  by  the  Government,  in 
what  is  now  a  nationalised  industry,  should  be  made 
available,  not  only  to  reduce  the  pollution  but  to  ensure  a 
continuance  of  employment,  and  in  consequence,  by  improv¬ 
ing  the  appearance  of  the  area,  make  it  more  attractive  for 
future  development.  This  awareness  of  the  public  to  pollu¬ 
tion,  however,  still  does  not  seem  to  stretch  to  the  rubbish 
dumping  habits  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Borough. 

Finally,  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  understanding 
throughout  1972  and  the  help  given  to  me  by  my  fellow 
officers.  In  addition  I  must  give  particular  thanks  to  all  the 
staff  in  the  department,  whose  loyalty  and  readiness  to  give 
service  gave  me  great  encouragement  and  pleasure  and  with¬ 
out  whose  enthusiasm  we  would  not  have  achieved  the  same 
degree  of  success  in  many  of  our  projects. 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity,  before  the  demise  of 
the  Workington  Borough  Council,  of  expressing  my  sincere 
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thanks  to  all  the  Councillors  and  Aldermen  of  the  Borough 
Council  and  the  staff  of  the  various  departments,  whom  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with  during  my  eight  years 
with  this  Council  and  whose  help  has  proved  invaluable  to 
me. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  A.  FOGG, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


HOUSING 

The  improvement  grant  boom  gained  impetus  during 
the  year  and  the  department  was  inundated  with  enquiries 
from  occupiers  anxious  to  take  advantage  of  the  grant 
scheme  for  all  types  of  work.  Many  of  these  had  to  be  in¬ 
formed  that  the  work  they  proposed  to  carry  out  did  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  the  grant  scheme. 

Such  enquiries  often  related  to  improvements  to  modern 
dwellings,  i.e.  loft  conversions  or  for  improvements  or  more 
particularly,  repairs  which  were  being  undertaken  in  isola¬ 
tion  and  were  not  forming  part  of  a  comprehensive  scheme. 
Notwithstanding  these  type  of  enquiries,  there  were  some  600 
genuine  enquiries  from  individual  properties.  In  addition 
some  342  dwellings  were  inspected  for  possible  improvement 
grants  within  the  improvement  areas,  these  partially  arose 
from  enquiries  and  partially  from  the  survey  of  properties  in 
the  proposed  Bolton  Street  area. 

With  this  considerable  increase  in  enquiries  it  was 
necessary  to  revise  the  method  of  dealing  with  such  enquiries 
and  subsequent  applications,  the  objective  being  to  ensure 
that  the  person  enquiring  and  subsequently  submitting  an 
application,  received  the  maximum  possible  advice  and 
assistance.  This  involved  visiting  the  property,  discussing  the 
proposed  improvements  and  the  means  of  applying  for  grant; 
then  providing  them  with  a  schedule  indicating  the  works  to 
be  carried  out.  The  enquirers  were  encouraged  to  call  and 
discuss  any  difficulties  they  may  have  had  or  indeed  any 
additional  work  they  may  have  wished  to  carry  out. 


27 


Whilst  a  fairly  substantial  number  of  applications  for 
grant  were  submitted  during  the  year,  the  ratio  of  actual 
enquiries  to  applications  is  disappointing.  There  is,  therefore, 
a  need  to  examine  the  factors  which  I  feel  have  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  this.  When  an  occupier  has  obtained  our  schedule 
he  is  faced  with  the  difficulty  of  having  plans  and  specifica¬ 
tions  prepared.  Once  that  has  been  achieved  he  must  then 
find  a  builder  willing  to  do  the  work  and  give  him  a  price, 
this  often  takes  months.  With  the  increase  in  improvement 
work  many  of  the  builders  have  a  considerable  amount  of 
work,  on  their  books,  consequently  they  are  reluctant  to  give 
a  price  for  work  they  know  will  not  be  carried  out  for 
another  12  months. 

Apart  from  the  inflated  price  which  some  contractors 
appear  to  give  solely  because  it  is  a  grant  job,  the  builder 
obviously  increases  his  price  to  cover  any  potential  increases 
in  materal  and  labour  costs  (i.e.  the  cost  of  timber  has 
soared  recently)  and  this  factor  merely  serves  to  speed  up 
the  spiralling  cost  of  improvement  work.  The  applicant  is 
now  faced  with  a  long  wait  before  the  work  is  carried  out 
and  will  ultimately  have  to  pay  for  more  than  he  originally 
envisaged  despite  the  grant.  It  is  interesting  to  quote  that  the 
average  cost  of  improving  a  typical  small  terraced  property 
is  now  approaching  £3,000,  and  this  is  for  a  property  which 
may  at  the  present  time  only  have  a  market  value  of  that 
amount. 

I  have  previously  indicated  in  my  report  on  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Road  GIA,  that  the  Housing  Act  allows  the  Council  to 
act  as  the  agent  for  the  applicant  in  preparing  plans  and 
specifications,  obtaining  prices  etc.,  this  could  be  of  benefit 
to  the  occupier  of  the  typical  terraced  properties,  which 
require  basically  similar  schemes.  The  question  of  actually 
having  the  work  done  is  a  more  difficult  one,  there  is  an 
obvious  shortage  of  builders  willing  to  carry  out  this  work, 
and  the  remainder  are  fully  committed;  it  may  be,  therefore, 
that  consideration  could  be  given  to  a  system  of  carrying  out 
individual  improvement  schemes  within  Improvement  Areas, 
utilising  direct  labour. 

Another  fundamental  issue  is  the  question  of  the  finance 
of  the  older  private  properties.  Occupiers  wishing  to  carry 
out  improvements  have  difficulty  in  raising  the  finance  for 
their  part  of  the  cost.  Couples  willing  to  purchase  older 
properties  and  improve  them  find  they  cannot  obtain  the 
necessary  mortgage,  and  even  if  one  is  available  it  is  only 
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obtainable  after  the  improvements  have  been  completed,  they 
are,  therefore,  faced  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  bridging 
finance.  If  the  impetus  towards  the  improvement  of  these 
older  properties  is  to  be  maintained  consideration  will  have 
to  be  given  to  the  financing  and  purchase  of  the  properties 
in  this  field. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
regarding  the  considerable  inconvenience  which  the  occupiers 
had  been  subjected  to,  due  to  the  length  of  time  builders 
were  taking  to  complete  the  improvements.  The  dfficulties 
arose  due  to  the  practice  of  some  builders  of  attempting  to 
carry  out  more  than  one  job  at  the  same  time  instead  of 
concentrating  on  completing  the  one  property  before  starting 
the  next.  This  often  meant  that  the  contractor  would  work 
for  several  days,  then  disappear  for  a  week  or  longer,  leaving 
the  occupier  without  facilities,  including  in  several  cases  a 
toilet.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  in  some  instances  the 
delays  were  due  to  difficulties  with  sub-contractors.  It  is  also 
unfortunate  to  have  to  comment  that  the  standard  of  work¬ 
manship  on  many  improvement  schemes  has  been  disappoint¬ 
ing. 

During  the  year,  with  the  final  decision  on  the  line  of 
the  Western  By-Pass,  it  was  possible  to  include  the  Hawkesly 
Terrace  and  Findlay  Place  properties  as  part  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  Road  General  Improvement  Area.  Discussions  were 
held  with  the  Company  owning  the  majority  of  the  Findlay 
Place  properties  and  it  was  pleasing  when  they  agreed  to 
carry  out  a  comprehensive  improvement  of  all  their  proper¬ 
ties.  Once  these  works  have  been  completed,  together  with 
the  environmental  improvements  yet  to  be  designed  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor,  we  should  see  a  substantial  improvement 
in  the  area  and  have  some  useful  additions  to  the  housing 
stock  in  the  Borough. 

The  environmental  improvements  were  finally  com¬ 
menced  in  the  Corporation  Road  GIA  with  the  sealing  off  of 
Clay  Street  and  Milbum  Street,  these  two  streets  are  now 
quite  attractive,  though  as  yet  no  alternative  parking  has 
been  provided  as  was  originally  envisaged.  Overall 
the  progress  towards  the  environmental  improvements  has 
been  disappointingly  slow,  particularly  when  it  must  be 
remembered  that  if  we  are  not  to  lose  substantial  grants, 
then  the  improvements  must  be  completed  by  the  23rd  June, 
1974.  One  bright  spot  was  the  increasing  number  of  proper¬ 
ties  improved  within  the  area,  the  response  has  been  most 
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encouraging.  Although  ultimately  a  decision  will  have  to  be 
made  regarding  those  properties  remaining  unimproved,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  tenanted  ones,  some  of  which  were  the  subject 
of  suspended  improvement  notices,  which  are  now  expiring. 
It  was  also  pleasing  when  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  start  was 
made  on  rehousing  the  occupants  of  properties  in  the  clear¬ 
ance  areas. 

Four  clearance  areas  and  compulsory  purchase  orders 
were  made  during  the  year,  covering  some  fifty  unfit  proper¬ 
ties,  all  these  orders  were  subsequently  confirmed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Environment. 

Work  on  the  117  houses  being  revitalised  at  Siddick 
progressed  steadily  during  the  year  and,  at  the  year  end,  64 
houses  had  been  completed  and  occupied,  with  work  having 
commenced  on  a  further  18.  Work  was  further  delayed  by 
the  building  workers  strike  and  by  a  second  fire,  which  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  the  temporary  building  which  served  as  an 
office  block  and  storage  for  many  of  the  more  expensive 
items  of  equipment  and  stores  being  used  in  the  contract. 

Making  due  allowance  for  these  delays,  the  value  of 
the  work  done  within  the  contract  time  equalled  with  the 
contract  figure  but  the  large  volume  of  extra  work  being 
carried  out,  above  contract,  means  that  work  on  the  houses 
will  continue  during  most  of  1973. 

Dwelling  Houses  inspected  and  action  taken 

(1)  Individual  unfit  houses  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable 

cost 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
services  of  formal  notices :  — 

(i)  By  owner  . .  Nil 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner  ...  Nil 


(2)  Individual  unfit  houses  not  capable  of  repair  at  reason¬ 
able  cost. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17,  and  23 
Housing  Act  1957 

(I)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  demolition  orders  were  made  .  4 
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(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  demolition  orders  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  Housing  Act 
1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  closing  orders  were  made  .  12 

(ii)  Number  of  closing  orders  determined,  the 
dwelling  house  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(3)  Clearance  areas 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  Housing  Act 
1957 

(i)  Number  of  clearance  areas  represented  4 

(ii)  Number  of  clearance  areas  declared  .  4 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for 

habitation  .  50 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  by 

reason  of  their  bad  arrangement  .  2 

(b)  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  . . .  — 

(c)  Number  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  .  4 

(4)  Persons  displaced  and  re-housed 

(a)  Families 

(i)  Rehoused  from  individual  unfit  dwelling 

houses  .  9 

(ii)  Rehoused  from  clearance  area  .  36 

(b)  Persons 

(i)  Rehoused  from  individual  unfit  dwelling 

houses  .  30 

(ii)  Rehoused  from  clearance  areas  .  132 

(5)  Improvement  grants 

(a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  for  improvement 
grant  enquiries  and  surveys 

Tn  improvement  area  .  342 

Individual  houses  . 620 


31 


(b)  Total  number  of  visits  and  re-visits  made 
in  connection  with  the  above 

Houses  in  improvement  area  .  406 

Individual  houses  .  807 

(6)  General 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  .  94 

(b)  Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  above 

h’ouses  .  129 

Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  Number  of  complaints  received  re  insanitary 

conditions  in  dwelling  houses  .  95 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  re 

complaints  and  routine  inspections  .  118 

(c)  Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  dwelling 

houses  (except  for  grants)  .  807 

Action  taken 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  re 

insanitary  conditions  in  dwelling  houses  .  12 

Number  of  informal  notices  for  insanitary 

conditions  in  dwelling  houses  complied  with  8 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served  for 

insanitary  conditions  in  dwelling  houses  .  13 

Number  of  statutory  notices  for  insanitary 

conditions  in  dwelling  houses  complied  with  ...  10 


32 


TABLE  ONE 

Summary  of  items  included  in  the  above  notices  : — 


Defects 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Roofs 

16 

13 

Walls 

12 

10 

Floors 

4 

3 

Ceilings 

8 

6 

Windows 

9 

6 

Doors 

1 

1 

Fireplaces  and  flues 

1 

1 

Sinks 

? 

2 

Water  Supplies 

— 

— 

Rainwater  conductors 

9 

6 

Paving 

1 

— 

Water  Closets 

10 

9 

Drainage 

7 

6 

Cleansing 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

5 

5 

There  was  a  surprisingly  small  number  of  complaints 
regarding  the  condition  of  dwelling  houses,  from  tenants  this 
year.  Whilst  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  tenanted  properties,  it  also  reflects  the  all  too 
apparent  reluctance  of  many,  particularly  older  tenants,  to 
complain  about  the  condition  of  the  property  they  occupy. 
In  the  cases  where  notices  were  served,  a  number  of  owners 
found  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  a  builder  to  do  the 
work  because  of  the  demise  of  the  jobbing  builder  and  the 
swing  to  improvement  work. 

Rent  Act  1957 

Two  applications  for  a  certificate  of  Repair  under  the 
Act  were  received  and  5  visits  were  made,  though  no  certifi¬ 
cates  were  issued. 

Caravan  Sites 

Nine  visits  were  made  to  Caravan  Sites  and  individual 
caravans  during  the  year.  A  number  of  complaints  have  been 
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received  regarding  the  residential  sites  within  the  Borough 
and  as  the  licences  for  the  sites  expired  during  the  year,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  when  renewing  the  licence  to  revise 
the  conditions  to  provide  for  an  overall  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  the  site.  But  up  to  date  there  has  been  little,  if 
any,  work  carried  out  to  comply  with  the  site  licence 
conditions. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  known  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the 
Borough. 

Food  Hygiene 

With  the  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Department,  it 
was  again  possible  to  give  some  emphasis  towards  Food 
Hygiene  within  the  Borough  and  routine  inspections  were 
recommenced.  The  results  of  previous  efforts  in  this  field  are 
borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  premises  now  come 
up  to  the  standards  of  structure  and  facilities  required  by  the 
Regulations.  The  real  problem  continues  to  lie  in  the 
methods  of  food  handling  and  cleanliness  practiced  by  both 
the  Management  and  personnel.  An  increasing  amount  of  the 
Inspector’s  time,  when  he  visits  a  food  premises,  is  of  neces¬ 
sity  directed  at  discussing  basic  food  hygiene,  identifying 
unsatisfactory  practices  and  providing  advice,  apart  from  the 
inspection  of  the  premises  themselves.  This  emphasis  towards 
Health  Education  on  the  premises  is  further  enhanced  by  the 
organisation  of  food  hygiene  courses. 

Consequently  during  the  year  the  department  again 
organised  a  Course  of  food  handlers  at  the  West  Cumberland 
College  of  Science  and  Technology,  which  was  very  well 
attended.  Members  of  the  staff  also  gave  lectures  to  catering 
students  at  the  College  on  the  various  aspects  of  food  hygiene 
including  the  legislation. 

Whilst  on  the  question  of  food  handling,  I  would  draw 
attention  to  the  continuing  gap  in  the  food  hygiene  legisla¬ 
tion,  which  prohibits  the  effective  control  of  the  temperature 
at  which  food  is  displayed  for  sale.  The  best  example  of  this 
is  the  increasing  use  of  heated  display  cabinets  to  sell  what 
are  stated  as  ‘hot  pies’  but  which  are  in  reality  merely  stored 
at  a  temperature  which  actively  encourages  bacterial  growth. 
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Advice  is  continually  being  given  on  the  correct  use  of  the 
cabinets,  which  are  time  and  again  found  to  be  operating 
unsatisfactorily.  Similar  problems  exist  in  relation  to  the 
display  of  cooked  meats  and  other  products  which  instead 
of  being  kept  in  a  refrigerated  display  are  exposed  for  sale 
in  an  illuminated  display  which  acts  as  an  incubator. 

The  present  exemption  for  food  exposed  for  sale  from 
the  temperature  control  provisions  of  the  regulations  should 
be  repealed. 

The  modern  discerning  housewife  has  played  her  part  in 
the  raising  standards,  this  is  a  role  which  she  must  be 
encouraged  to  continue.  The  housewife  is  now  often  faced 
with  a  new  brightly  lit  shop,  prepacked  foods,  delicatessen 
counters,  all  of  which  may  look  very  nice  but  which  can 
hide  a  multitude  of  sins  and  which  can  give  both  her  and  the 
staff  a  sense  of  complacency.  Within  the  Borough,  therefore, 
I  have  actively  encouraged  talks  by  members  of  the  staff,  to 
the  various  women’s  organisations  on  food  hygiene.  In  addi¬ 
tion  during  1972  a  national  food  hygiene  campaign  was 
mounted  by  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
part  of  this  was  aimed  at  increasing  the  Consumers  aware¬ 
ness  to  unhygienic  practices.  In  Cumberland  the  local  papers 
gave  the  campaign  excellent  support,  publishing  a  number  of 
articles  and  comments  and  I  feel  that  it  proved  to  be  a  very 
valuable  exercise. 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  the  housewife,  I  was  very 
pleased  when  during  1972,  after  a  sustained  campaign  by  my 
Association  and  the  National  Press,  that  the  Food  Standards 
Committee  finally  recommended  the  Government  to  provide 
legislation  for  the  introduction  of  the  open  date  stamping  of 
food  products. 

The  housewife  has  for  too  long  had  to  put  up  with  pur¬ 
chasing  food  products  she  doesn’t  know  the  age  of,  or  indeed 
how  long  she  can  expect  them  to  keep.  Products  are  often 
provided  with  a  code  which  is  unknown  even  to  the  retailer 
and  which  defy  interpretation.  The  use  of  open  date  coding 
will  I  feel  be  to  the  benefit  of  everyone. 

During  the  year  there  were  two  incidents  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  in  the  Borough;  one  at  a  private  household 
and  one  at  an  infants  school.  Despite  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  food  samples  and  faeces  from  the  affected,  in 
both  cases,  no  positive  results  were  obtained  and  the  causes 
must  unfortunately  remain  unknown. 
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TABLE  TWO 


Category  of  Trades 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  1 6 

No.  of 
Premises 
:o  which 
Reg  19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
Reg.  19 

Bakehouses 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Butchers 

25 

25 

25 

25 

Breweries  and  Mineral 
Water  Manufacturers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Catering  premises 

72 

72 

72 

72 

Confectioners 

24 

24 

24 

24 

Fishmongers  and 
Poulterers 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Greengrocers 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Grocers  &  General 

111 

111 

111 

111 

Ice  Cream 
Manufacturers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

89 

89 

89 

89 

Tripe  etc.  Shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

394 

394 

394 

394 

N.B.  Regulation  16 — refers  to  the  provision  of  personal 
washing  facilities. 

Regulation  19 — refers  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for 
washing  food  and  equipment 
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TABLE  THREE 

Inspections 


Type  of  premises 

No.  of 
inspections 

Bakehouses  . 

4 

Butchers  . 

10 

Breweries  &  Mineial  Water  Mfrs.  ... 

2 

Catering  Premises  . 

27 

Confectioners  . 

8 

Fishmongers  &  Poulterers  . 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

4 

Greengrocers  . 

5 

Grocers  and  General . 

21 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  . 

2 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Hotels 

15 

Staff  Canteens  . 

1 

Tripe  Boilers  . 

1 

Slaughterhouse  . 

39 

Total 

140 

In  addition  102  inspections  of  stalls  and  food  vehicles 
were  made  in  the  year,  revisits,  interviews  and  discussions  in 
connection  with  food  premises  totalled  118. 


Food  Control 

Nine  complaints  were  dealt  with  regarding  foodstuffs — 
each  case  was  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 

Table  4  below  gives  details  of  the  complaints  followed 
by  a  summary  of  the  findings  and  action  taken :  — 


TABLE  FOUR 


Commodity 

Nature  of  Complaint 

1  School  Milk 

Silver  paper  in  bottle  of  milk. 

2  Baby  Food 

Tin  contained  insect. 

3  Baked  Beans 

Tin  contents  mouldy. 

4  Bramble  Jam 

Jam  contained  wasp. 

5  Brown  Bread 

Bread  with  a  bitter  taste. 

6  Soup 

Soup  with  a  sour  taste. 

7  Pomegranate 

Live  beetle  in  the  fruit. 

8  Cheese 

Mould  growth. 

9  Tinned  Peaches 

Contained  beetle. 
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Summaries 

1.  A  bottle  of  milk  delivered  to  Harrington  Infants 
school  contained  a  piece  of  silver  paper.  The  company  con¬ 
cerned  was  visited  and  a  number  of  recommendations  made 
to  provide  for  an  efficient  means  of  bottle  inspection.  A 
warning  letter  was  also  sent  to  the  Company. 

2.  A  tin  of  Baby  Food  ‘Egg,  Tomato  and  Potato 
Breakfast’  when  opened  was  found  to  contain  part  of  an 
insect,  this  was  subsequently  identified  as  part  of  a  small 
beetle  (approx.  l/16in.)  The  company  responsible  for  the 
product  carried  out  a  careful  check,  and  after  receiving  re¬ 
assurances  that  they  would  re*assess  their  control  measures, 
it  was  decided  that  a  warning  letter  be  appropriate. 

3.  When  opened,  it  was  found  that  a  tin  of  baked 
beans  contained  a  considerable  mould  growth.  A  detailed 
examination  of  the  can  indicated  that  the  can  had  been 
pierced  prior  to  opening  by  some  pointed  instrument  allow¬ 
ing  the  entry  of  air  and  the  subsequent  development  of 
mould.  The  manufacturers  were  contacted  and  the  complaint 
discussed  with  them,  however,  as  it  was  not  possible  to 
establish  the  responsibility  for  the  negligent  handling  of  this 
product,  no  further  proceedings  were  taken. 

4.  A  jar  of  Bramble  seedless  jam  was  found  to  con¬ 
tain  a  wasp,  the  manufacturers  were  contacted  and  they 
outlined  the  extensive  steps  they  take  each  year  to  try  and 
prevent  this  type  of  complaint.  For  example  in  1971  over 
211  wasps  nests  were  destroyed  within  a  two  mile  radius 
of  the  factory.  It  was  felt  that  in  spite  of  the  wasp 
obviously  having  been  processed,  that  this  was  a  difficult 
seasonal  problem  and  the  manufacturers  were  apparently 
taking  all  reasonable  precautions. 

5.  The  complaint  referred  to  the  Brown  Bread  having 
what  was  described  as  a  bitter  or  burning  taste  when  con¬ 
sumed.  Detailed  tests  were  carried  out  but  these  failed  to 
reveal  the  cause. 

6.  When  the  can  was  opened  the  soup  was  found  to 
have  soured.  Whilst  it  was  not  possible  to  establish  the 
precise  cause,  it  seemed  likely  that  the  deterioration  was 
due  to  the  leakage  of  a  small  amount  of  air  into  the  can 
after  sterilization,  probably  due  to  a  fault  in  the  fabrica¬ 
tion  of  the  can. 
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7.  The  complainant  after  purchasing  a  pomegranate, 
was  concerned  to  find  it  contained  a  live  beetle.  The  beetle 
was  identified  as  a  Pentatomid  bug,  the  species  being 
Solenosteithium  Bilunatum,  this  species  is  mainly  distri¬ 
buted  in  the  Mediterranean  Area.  The  species  is  normally 
recorded  as  feeding  on  shrubs  of  the  family  which  produce 
pistachio  nuts  and  plants  of  the  carrat  genus.  It  has  not 
normally  been  recorded  as  feeding  on  the  pomegranate 
plant  but  it  no  doubt  could  have  been  gathered  in  and 
packed  with  pomegranates. 

8.  The  complainant  purchased  some  prepacked 
cheese,  which  on  opening  was  shown  to  be  affected  by 
mould  growth.  The  pack  had  been  delivered  to  the  shop 
some  8  days  prior  to  purchase  and  examination  of  the 
cheese  showed  that  sealing  of  the  pack  was  defective,  con¬ 
sequently  the  pack  had  lost  its  vacuum,  thereby  allowing  a 
slow  ingress  of  air  and  micro-organisms  into  the  pack. 

9.  A  large  catering  tin  of  peaches  opened  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  School  kitchen  was  found  to  contain  a  beetle.  This 
was  subsequently  identified  as  of  the  genus  Anemia  of  the 
family  Tenebrionidae  and  was  not  of  British  or  European 
origin.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  the  beetle  was  in  the 
product  at  the  time  of  canning  in  the  country  of  origin. 

Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  The  goods  were  surrendered  volun¬ 
tarily  by  the  vendors,  certificates  were  issued  and  the  goods 
then  destroyed.  Approximately  56  visits  were  made  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  service  and  the  total  weight  of  foodstuffs 
dealt  with  was  over  3  tons. 

In  addition  to  normal  food  inspection  duties,  a  total 
of  39  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  at  Cocker- 
mouth  to  carry  out  meat  inspection  duties  under  the  agree¬ 
ment  with  Cockermouth  UDC. 
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TABLE  FIVE 

Food  surrendered  or  Condemned 


Meat  fat  retail  shops) 

Tons 

Cwts 

Lbs 

Nil 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Nil 

Canned  Meats 

2 

90 

Other  Canned  Foods 

2 

108 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

1 

1 

86 

Frozen  Foods 

14 

5 

Other  Foods 

1 

3 

80 

Fish 

1 

1 

3 

6 

34 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  1 955— -Section  16 

Three  premises  were  inspected  under  this  section  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  in  each  case  the  premises  were 
brought  up  to  the  standard  required  and  finally  registered. 

There  are  now  109  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of 
ice  cream  and  4  for  its  manufacture.  One  manufacturer 
used  the  hot  mix  method,  2  reconstitute  cold  mixes  and  one 
makes  a  soft  ice  cream  in  a  vending  machine  in  his  shop. 

Sixty  three  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation 
and  manufacture  of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations  1963 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  these  regulations  as 
there  are  no  liquid  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  Borough. 

Poultry 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  within  the 
Borough. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  31  registered  dairies, 
20  purveyors,  5  produce  retailers  and  8  farm  producers 
within  the  Borough. 
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Water  Supply 

A  second  service  reservoir  of  2,000,000  gallons  capacity 
has  been  constructed  at  the  Winscales  site,  thus  making 
available  a  total  of  7,000,000  gallons  capacity,  or  roughly 
two  days  supply  for  Workington.  The  new  reservoir  has  been 
primarily  constructed  as  a  safeguard  for  the  water  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Lillyhall  Industrial  Estate,  including  the  British 
Leyland  Bus  plant,  but  will  be  of  equal  value  in  supplying 
housing  developments  at  Harrington,  Moorclose  and  the 
higher  parts  of  the  town. 

Mains  have  been  laid  for  housing  developments  at  High 
Street,  Moorclose  and  Westfield  Drive,  Workington,  at  Moor 
Road  and  Moorlands  Estate,  Stainbum  and  at  Scaw  Road, 
Harrington. 

In  the  course  of  road  improvements,  the  old  4in. 
diameter  iron  main  in  Corporation  Road  was  replaced  with 
a  6in.  uPVC  main.  Similarly,  the  3in.  main  in  Hall  Brow 
was  replaced  with  a  6in.  uPVC  main  in  advance  of  road¬ 
works.  To  improve  the  supply  to  the  Steelworks,  an  en¬ 
crusted  section  of  4in.  iron  main  at  Derwent  Road,  Moss 
Bay,  was  replaced  with  6in.  uPVC  pipes. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  has  remained  at  a 
high  standard. 

Treatment  at  the  Comhow  Works  near  Crum  mock 
Water,  consists  of  microstraining  to  remove  insects  and  small 
particles  of  organic  matter,  chlorination  at  the  rate  of  1.0 
part  per  million  for  disinfection,  the  addition  of  lime  to 
correct  plumbosolvency,  and  treatment  with  sodium  sili- 
cofluoride,  at  the  request  of  the  County  Health  Authority, 
to  provide  a  content  of  1.0  part  per  million  of  fluorine  in 
the  water. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  WATER 

Following  on  from  last  year’s  detailed  survey  and 
recommendations  on  the  amendment  to  treatment  methods, 
very  few  complaints  were  received  during  1972.  The  baths 
staff  followed  our  recommendations  and  made  a  minimum 
of  2  checks  on  the  chlorine  level  of  each  pool,  each  day. 
They  also  kept  detailed  records  of  the  results.  The  depart¬ 
ment  carried  out  spot  checks  during  the  year  and  gave 
advice  when  necessary  on  both  water  treatment  and  overall 
cleanliness  of  the  premises. 
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Due  to  the  availability  of  records  showing  the  condition 
of  the  water  during  each  operation  session  when  a  complaint 
was  received  it  was  possible  to  establish  chlorine  levels  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  when  the  complaint  arose.  As  a  result  none  of 
the  complaints  were  substantiated  as  having  been  caused  by 
faulty  treatment  but  were  the  result  of  outside  factors  or 
the  simple  fact  that  the  person  had  been  in  the  pool  for  too 
long  a  period. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 
AND  FACTORIES 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

As  with  food  hygiene,  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
routine  inspections  of  premises  were  again  commenced. 

Twenty- six  notices  were  served  during  the  year  but  in 
the  main  these  related  to  minor  contraventions  such  as 
First  Aid  and  Abstracts  of  the  Act,  and  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  institute  proceedings. 

After  some  two  fyears  of  deliberation  the  Roben's 
Report  on  ‘Safety  and  Health  at  Work’  was  published  during 
1972.  This  calls  for  a  comprehensive  revision  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  relating  to  safety  and  health  at  all  workplaces  and  a 
strengthening  of  the  inspectorate.  Such  proposals  are  to  be 
welcomed,  provided  they  do  not  bring  about  further  dilution 
of  local  authority  powers.  The  Government  have  indicated 
that  they  propose  to  incorporate  the  recommendations  in  a 
new  Bill. 

There  were  4  accidents  reported  during  the  year,  the 
same  as  last  year.  In  previous  reports  I  have  commented 
that  these  accident  figures  do  not  reveal  the  true  extent  of 
the  problem,  it  was,  therefore,  interesting  to  learn  that  the 
Department  of  Employment  and  Productivity  had  compared, 
nationally,  the  number  of  accidents  reported  with  the  claims 
for  industrial  injury  benefit  from  employees  of  premises 
covered  by  the  Act.  This  revealed  that  over  75%  of  accidents 
were  not  reported.  Details  of  the  accidents  reported  are 
listed  below. 
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ACCIDENTS 

1 .  Post  Office : 

A  Postman  lifting  a  bag  containing  letters  into  a  skip  to 
be  sorted,  pulled  a  muscle  in  his  right  shoulder. 

2.  Wholesale  Warehouse : 

An  assistant  driving  a  fork  lift  truck  was  unloading  a 
delivery  vehicle.  As  he  approached  the  vehicle  his  truck 
skidded  and  collided  with  the  vehicle,  trapping  his  arm 
and  fracturing  his  wrist — the  accident  was  caused  by 
the  lack  of  judgment  of  the  driver,  but  the  fact  that  he 
broke  his  wrist  was  due  to  the  poor  design  of  the 
vehicle. 

3.  Post  Office: 

A  trench  had  been  excavated  under  the  garage  doors  in 
order  to  erect  new  sliding  doors,  A  driver  went  to  collect 
his  van  from  the  garage,  fell  into  the  trench  and  strained 
his  back. 

The  accident  arose  due  to  a  lack  of  communication,  the 
contractors  had  not  given  the  staff  notice  of  the  work 
having  started  nor  were  there  suitable  warning  signs 
displayed. 

4.  Shop : 

A  shop  assistant  was  closing  the  understock  drawer  of 
a  front  service  counter,  when  she  jammed  her  index 
finger,  causing  severe  bruising. 

TABLE  SIX 


Premises  registered  and  inspected. 


Class  of  Premises 

No  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises  at 
2nd  of  year 

No  of 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 

Offices 

1 

88 

11 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops. 

5 

216 

26 

Warehouses 

1 

23 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

— 

28 

11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

355 

48 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes — 60. 
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TABLE  SEVEN 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  ,in  registered  premises 
by  workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  Persons 
Employed 

Offices 

783 

Retail  Shops  . 

953 

Wholesale  Dept.  Warehouses 

111 

Catering  Establishments . 

100 

Canteens  . 

50 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  . 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1997 

Total  Males  . 

Total  Females  . 

815 

1182 

Shops  Act 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Routine  enquiries  to  the  Public  Health  Office  have 
been  answered  and  three  specific  inspections  were  carried 
out  other  than  those  covered  at  the  same  time  as  inspections 
under  other  legislation. 


Factories  Act 
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The  statistical  information  as  required  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Employment  is  appended  hereunder: — * 


TABLE  EIGHT 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  1 
on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Inspections 

(3) 

Number 
of  written 
notices 

(4) 

Number  of 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

27 

5 

1 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . 

121 

10 

4 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  . 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  . 

182 

5 

5 

Nil 
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TABLE  NINE 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  clean¬ 
liness  (S.l)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4)  ..i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

, 

— 

— 

—  - 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— * 

- — 

— 

— • 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  ^Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  . 

Total  . 

5 

4 

r 

— 
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3.  Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 

The  department  has  not  been  notified  of  any  outworkers 
residing  within  the  Borough. 

TABLE  TEN 


List  of  Trades 


Aerated  Waters  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  *  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

17 

Brewing  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Butchers  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Cement  Industries  and  Roadstone  Makers 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

2 

Com  Merchants  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Dairies  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

Dyers  and  Cleaners 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Electrical  and  Radio  Repairs 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

Electrical  Undertakers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Fur  Manufacturers 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

General  Dealers  and  Scrap  Sorters 

•  •  • 

6 

Heavy  Engineers . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Knacker  Yard  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Laundries . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Leather  Workers  and  Shoe  Repairing  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

Light  Engineering  and  Motor  Repairs  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

26 

Monumental  Masons 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Non  Woven  Fabrics 

*  »  «  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Paper  Board  Manufacture 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Paper  Processing . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Plumbers,  etc. 

%  •  <  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

11 

Printing  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Quarrying . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Rum  Butter  Manufacture 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Scale  Repairing  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Slag  Recovery  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Steel  Making  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Tailoring  . 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Tripe  Dressing  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Waste  Paper  Baling 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairs 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Weaving  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Wood  Cutting  and  Working 

•  •  •  •  *  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

Works  of  Engineering  Construction  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  i 

3 

Works  of  Building  Operations  (Under  Factories  Act) 

26 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  No.  1  (Clay  Street)  Order  was  confirmed  at  the 
start  of  the  year  and  provided  an  excellent  opportunity  to 
assess  Workington  residents  reaction  to  smoke  control.  As 
soon  as  the  confirmation  was  notified  to  the  occupiers  in 
the  area,  the  department  was  unindated  with  applications 
for  the  conversion  grant.  Most  occupiers  took  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  whilst  converting  their  fireplaces  to  smokeless 
appliances,  to  provide  themselves  with  improved  standards 
of  space  heating,  although  the  majority  were  appreciative  of 
the  fact  that  the  grant  was  only  7/10th’s  of  the  cost  reason¬ 
ably  necessary  to  convert  their  existing  fires  and  that  any 
improvement  was  undertaken  at  their  own  expense.  The 
only  exceptions  were  the  properties  occupied  by  old  aged 
pensioners  and  I  was  pleased  when  the  Council  agreed  to 
pay  all  old  age  pensioners  the  addition  3/ lOth’s  discretionary 
grant. 

Particular  attention  was  given  to  pensioners  by  helping 
them  to  complete  the  application  and  when  necessary, 
arranging  for  the  work  to  be  carried  out.  The  majority  of  the 
conversions  were  carried  out  within  the  first  few  months, 
although  in  some  cases  the  conversions  were  to  be  carried 
out  as  part  of  an  improvement  grant  scheme  necessitating 
some  delay.  Of  the  conversions  carried  out  over  90%  in¬ 
stalled  gas  appliances  with  the  remainder  installing  electric 
appliances  and  a  few  solid  fuel. 

Virtually  all  the  residents  of  the  area  welcomed  the 
concept  of  smoke  control,  although  as  was  to  be  expected  a 
number  of  residents  expressed  concern  over  the  continuing 
pollution  from  the  steel  works  but  most  satisfied  when  the 
steps  being  taken  at  the  plant  were  explained  to  them.  I 
have  been  pleased,  by  the  simple  fact,  that  a  number  of 
occupiers  have  since  approached  me,  to  inform  me,  of  the 
improvement  they  feel  smoke  control  has  (made  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  area.  This  favourable  attitude  does  I  feel 
reflect  the  increasing  awareness  of  the  public  to  the  problems 
of  pollution  and  the  environment  and  is  no  doubt  princi¬ 
pally  due  to  the  substantial  publicity  given  to  pollution,  in 
all  its  forms,  over  the  last  decade. 

The  Findlay  Place  extension  to  the  Corporation  Road 
General  Improvement  Area  was  declared  the  No.  2  Smoke 
Control  Area  during  the  year  and  it  was  expected  that  it 
would  be  confirmed  early  in  1973. 
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Smoke  Control  also  received  a  favourable  reaction 
from  the  residents  of  Harrington,  when,  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  the  survey  was  commenced  of  all  the  properties 
in  Harrington,  with  the  objective  of  declaring  the  area  as  the 
No.  3  Smoke  Control  Area.  Before  surveying  the  properties 
a  booklet  was  sent  to  the  residents  informing  them  of  what 
a  smoke  control  order  would  mean  to  them,  the  fuels  and 
appliances  they  can  use  and  the  grants  they  can  claim. 
Similarly  as  the  survey  of  the  proposed  Bolton  Street 
Improvement  Area  was  being  undertaken,  an  assessment 
was  being  made  of  the  conversions  required  in  order  that 
the  area  could  at  the  same  time  be  declared  as  the  No.  4 
Smoke  Control  Order.  It  is  hoped  that  the  confirmation  of 
both  these  areas  will  be  obtained  early  in  1974. 

I  feel  that  Smoke  Control  is  now  an  accepted  fact  in 
Workington  and  we  are  already  receiving  enquiries  from 
other  parts  of  Workington  as  to  when  their  area  will  be 
covered  by  Smoke  Control.  As  I  have  said  in  previous 
reports  Smoke  Control  will,  I  am  sure,  be  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Borough  and  provide  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  life  and  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  Industrial  front,  discussions  were  held  on  several 
occasions  with  the  Alkali  Inspector  regarding  the  steelworks, 
some  difficulties  have  been  experienced  with  the  smokeless 
charger  for  the  coke  ovens,  but  it  is  expected  that  this  will 
ultimately  result  in  a  substantial  improvement  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  from  this  process. 


Rodent  Control 

A  total  of  332  complaints  of  infestation  by  rodents 
(mainly  mice)  were  received  during  the  year  and  this  neces¬ 
sitated  over  900  visits  and  revisits.  Some  36  visits,  17  re¬ 
visits  and  14  interviews  were  also  made  by  Public  Health 
Inspectors  where  difficulties  arose.  Increasing  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  treating  for  mice  using  Warfarin,  often 
necessitating  repeated  visits  before  treatment  was  success¬ 
ful.  We,  therefore,  reverted  to  the  use  of  a  narcotic  product 
based  on  Alpha  chloralose. 

This  has  so  far  proved  very  successful,  and  has  the 
advantage  of  being  a  safe  product. 

Some  seven  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  various 
parts  of  the  town,  and  in  all  these  a  number  of  takes  were 
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found  and  a  treatment  carried  out.  There  is  a  need  to  cor¬ 
relate  the  areas  in  which  surface  infestations  are  regularly 
occuring  and  to  carry  out  sewer  treatments,  in  those  areas, 
apart  from  the  systematic  treatment  of  all  sewers  in  the  area. 

On  several  occasions,  during  the  year,  complaints  were 
received  of  infestations  of  rats  on  housing  estates  under 
construction.  Apart  from  the  usual  attractions  of  the  food 
scraps  left  by  the  workmen,  it  was  noted  that  in  all  cases 
the  contractors  persisted  in  leaving  drains  open  for  rodents 
to  enter  and  leave.  This  was  pointed  out  to  the  contractors 
but  inevitably  occurred  again. 

TABLE  ELEVEN 


Rodents 

Non 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

12289 

34 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  following  notification 

292 

4 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats 

125 

3 

(ii)  mice 

167 

— — 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 

for  reasons  other  than  notification 

108 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats 

34 

■ — 

(ii)  mice 

74 

—  . 

4.  Number  of  sewer  treatments  carried  out 

7 

— 

5.  Number  of  statutory  notices 

(a)  served 

— 

— 

(b)  complied  with 

— 

— 

6.  Number  of  proceedings 

50 


Vermin  and  Pest  Control 

The  number  of  complaints  of  infestation  by  various 
pests  again  dropped  slightly  to  217.  The  major  source  of 
complaint  was  still  ants,  but  before  the  start  of  the  ‘ant 
season’  consideration  was  given  by  the  Health  Committee, 
to  the  treatment  of  these  complaints.  It  was  resolved  that 
visits  would  only  be  made  to  difficult  cases  but  in  the 
majority  of  instances  the  person  complaining  would  be 
issued  with  a  packet  of  insecticide  and  given  suitable  advice 
on  the  treament  of  ants.  This  system  worked  very  well  in 
practice,  and  was  on  the  whole  well  received  by  the  public; 
it  was  necessary  in  only  a  few  cases  to  visit  and  carry  out  a 
thorough  treatment  after  the  failure  of  the  ‘do  it  yourself 
treatment.  There  was  some  concern  when  it  was  alleged 
that  a  child  had  mixed  some  of  the  insecticide  with  sugar  to 
make  ‘toffees’,  resulting  in  the  Police  rushing  one  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  from  home  to  the  hospital  to 
inform  the  doctors  of  the  nature  of  the  insecticide.  In  fact 
the  insecticide  handed  out  was  specifically  chosen  to  ensure 
that  here  was  no  danger  to  the  person  using  it,  or  any 
children  who  might  have  got  hold  of  it,  it  was  in  fact 
merely  a  synergised  form  of  Pyrethium.  The  child  was 
subsequently  sent  home,  no  worse  for  the  experience.  How¬ 
ever,  as  an  additional  safeguard  a  suitable  warning  note 
was  placed  on  each  package  handed  out. 

During  the  year,  we  introduced  a  new  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  for  Cockroaches  and  this  has  proved  to  be  very  success¬ 
ful,  particularly  in  the  school  kitchens. 

We  again  received  complaints  regarding  pigeons  and 
during  the  year  we  trapped  over  200.  It  was  also  interesting 
to  note  that  we  received  several  requests  to  deal  with  wild 
rabbits  which  were  causing  damage  to  private  gardens, 
these  are  the  first  such  complaints  for  several  years  and 
no  doubt  the  rabbit  population  is  recovering  from  the  affects 
of  myxamatosis. 
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TABLE  TWELVE 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

following  notification 

217 

Number  of  properties  infested 

by  Ants  (complaints  only) 

112 

Cockroaches 

40 

Silverfish 

11 

Fleas 

3 

Insects  (various) 

23 

Pigeons 

25 

Bed  Bugs 

3 

217 

The  inspection  of  vacant  Council  Houses  and  those 
where  exchanges  have  been  requested  has  continued  through 
the  year,  133  houses  having  been  inspected  and  reports  as 
to  their  condition  rendered  to  the  Housing  Department. 

Noise 

Two  noise  complaints  were  received  during  the  year, 
one  referred  to  a  complaint  from  the  neighbour  of  a  member 
of  a  pop-group,  who  was  practising  during  the  evenings. 
This  was  easily  resolved  as  the  property  was  a  Council 
House,  by  the  threat  of  invoking  the  tenancy  conditions. 
The  other  was  a  much  more  difficult  problem  and  referred 
to  the  noise  from  wood  debarking  and  chipper  plants  at  a 
Siddick  factory.  The  complaints  all  came  from  the  occupants 
of  Siddick  Villa’s,  each  of  the  occupiers  were  interviewed, 
as  were  the  Management  of  the  factory  and  a  number  of 
observations  were  made  at  varying  times.  From  these  inves¬ 
tigations  it  became  apparent  that  the  main  complaints  re¬ 
lated  to  a  period  when  the  plant  was  operating  intermittently 
during  the  day  and  night  due  to  difficulties  with  break¬ 
downs  and  that  normally  the  Management  attempted 
to  ensure  the  operation  of  the  debarker  and  chipper  was 
limited  to  normal  working  hours. 

During  normal  hours  the  noise  levels  resulting  from  this 
plant  were  quite  significant,  although  it  was  felt  that  it  would 
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be  difficult  to  substantiate  that  they  were  of  a  level  as  to 
warrant  proceedings,  under  the  present  legislation  particu¬ 
larly  as  there  were  such  high  levels  of  background  noise 
from  the  main  arterial  road,  which  runs  at  the  front  of  the 
properties.  But  no  doubt  this  assessment  would  have  been 
materially  altered  if  the  plant  operated  outside  these  normal 
hours.  The  occupiers  of  the  properties  were  subsequently 
given  a  reduction  in  their  rateable  values  because  of  the 
noise  from  the  factory  and  we  have  not  received  any  further 
complaints.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  some  concern  that  these 
occupants  should  have  to  endure  these  noise  levels,  even 
during  normal  hours,  with  the  consequential  reduction  of 
the  quality  of  their  lives.  The  plant  in  question  does  not 
readily  lend  itself  to  noise  control  methods  and  in  the  short 
term  the  only  solution  would  be  the  control  of  the  operation 
periods.  There  is  an  increasing  need  for  all  planning  con¬ 
sents  which  obviously  involve  developments  likely  to  create 
noise,  to  be  assessed  for  the  relationship  of  the  noise  poten¬ 
tial  to  the  types  of  properties  in  the  vicinity.  If  this  was 
found  to  be  unacceptable,  then  before  a  consent  was  given, 
discussions  should  take  place  on  a  revision  of  the  layout  or 
the  undertaking  of  measures  to  reduce  noise  levels.  This 
has  now  been  recognised  by  the  Department  of  the  Environ 
ment,  which  have  instructed  Planning  Authorities  to  consult 
with  the  local  health  departments  on  all  planning  applica¬ 
tions  for  industry  for  advice  on  any  factor  which  could  con¬ 
tribute  to  noise  nuisances. 

The  relationship  between  high  noise  levels  and  health, 
both  mental  and  physical,  has  been  well  documented  and 
there  is  a  growing  awareness  amongst  the  public  of  the  in¬ 
trusion  of  noise  into  their  lives.  There  is  no  doubt  that  pub¬ 
lic  health  staff  have  a  vital  role  to  play  in  controlling  the 
affects  of  noise  on  the  environment  not  just  by  dealing  with 
complaints  but  by  monitoring  the  noise  levels  within  the 
district,  thereby  establishing  adequate  noise  contour  levels 
for  their  district,  identifying  sources  of  higher  noise  levels 
and  advising  on  subsequent  methods  of  reduction.  The  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Environment  have  indicated  that  they  pro¬ 
pose  to  provide  new  legislation  for  noise  control  in  their 
Environmental  Protection  Bill,  to  be  introduced  in  the 
1973/74  session  of  Parliament  and  any  strengthening  of  the 
present  vague  legislation  is  to  be  welcomed,  indeed  the  bill 
includes  proposals  for  the  introduction  of  Noise  Abatement 
Areas. 
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GENERAL 

The  fallowing  information  relates  to  work  carried  out 
by  the  Department  in  connection  with  matters  not  covered  in 
other  sections  of  the  report. 

Nuisances  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  complaints  received  in  respect  of 
insanitary  conditions  other  than  in  dwelling 

houses  .  16 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  as  a  result  of 
the  investigations  of  the  above  complaints  ...  9 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  .  7 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  as  a  result  of 
the  above  complaints  .  2 

Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  .  2 

Summary  of  Visits  to  Premises  Under  Various  Acts 

(Not  covered  in  the  previous  sections) 

Animal  Boarding  Establishment  .  1 

Infectious  Disease  . 52 

Interviews  .  523 

Knackers  Yard  . 3 

Markets  .  56 

Miscellaneous  .  246 

Accumulations  . 54 

Pet  Shops  .  6 

Piggeries  2 

Public  Conveniences  .  2 

Refuse  Collection  .  63 

Refuse  Disposal  .  74 

Re- visits  . 486 

Salvage  .  17 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  .  1 

Theatre  and  Places  of  Entertainment  .  1 

Health  Education  .  52 

The  attention  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and/or  Water 
Engineer  was  called  to:  — 

Choked  sewers,  drains  and  gullies  . 25 

Defective  Public  Conveniences  .  3 

Miscellaneous  . 6 

Repairs  to  Corporation  Property  .  36 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  SERVICE 

At  long  last  the  conversion  of  the  majority  of  the 
properties  from  dustbins  to  paper  sacks  holders  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  however  the  task  is  somewhat  similar 
to  the  painting  of  the  Forth  Bridge,  in  that  we  are  now 
having  to  start  at  the  beginning  again  and  replace  all  the 
units  which  were  first  provided,  as  they  are  now  past  their 
useful  life.  The  conversion  to  paper  sacks  from  dust  bins  has, 
I  feel,  proved  to  be  a  worthwhile  exercise,  providing  a  sub¬ 
stantially  more  hygienic  method  of  refuse  storage  and  col¬ 
lection.  The  use  of  sacks  also  has  improved  the  working 
conditions  of  the  collectors  and  has  helped  in  the  recruit¬ 
ment  and  retention  of  staff.  Other  advantages  which  have 
become  apparent  are  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  com¬ 
plaints  from  those  which  occurred  with  the  use  of  bins,  i.e. 
damage  to  paths,  fences  etc.,  or  the  return  of  the  wrong  bin 
to  the  wrong  house.  There  is  also  a  considerable  noise  re¬ 
duction  and  utilising  sacks  we  have  been  able  to  virtually 
provide  dustless  loading,  without  purchasing  special  loading 
devices. 

On  the  debit  side  there  has  been  problems  with  the 
damage  to  sacks  by  animals,  and  wind  damage,  thus  neces¬ 
sitating  the  provision  of  guards  to  the  older  type  of  holders 
and  the  purchase  of  all  new  holders  with  integral  guards. 

Up  until  1972  there  had  been  little  problem  with  the 
supply  of  sacks.  During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  go  out  to 
tender  for  the  years  supply  of  sacks.  The  firms  supplying 
the  sacks  proved  to  be  highly  unreliable  and  the  delivery 
was  very  erratic,  necessitating  the  department  having  to 
arrange  for  the  loan  of  sacks  from  a  neighbouring  authority 
on  several  occasions.  The  long-term  prospects  do  give  rise 
for  some  concern,  as  there  would  seem  to  be  the  possibility 
of  a  shortage  of  wood  pulp  developing  and  we  may  ulti¬ 
mately  have  to  consider  utilising  sacks  made  from  recon¬ 
stituted  material. 

At  the  start  of  the  year  arrangements  were  finally  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  siting  of  the  bulk  containers  under  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act.  Four  containers  have  been 
placed  around  the  Borough  at  Shore  Road,  Topaz  Terrace, 
Northside  and  Siddick  and  are  regularly  used  for  all  types 
of  rubbish.  There  was  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  requests 
for  special  collections  to  757  from  829  in  1971  and  this  no 
doubt  reflects  the  use  of  the  bulk  containers.  But,  as  in  pre¬ 
vious  reports,  I  feel  sad  to  have  to  record  the  amount  of 
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dumping  which  still  occurs  on  any  open  site  in  the  Borough, 
despite  the  special  collection  service  and  the  provision  of 
the  bulk  containers,  although  I  feel  certain  that  these 
measures  have  helped  to  stem  the  tide.  Problems  also  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  experienced  with  the  abandoning  of  vehicles 
some  73  vehicles  were  removed  during  the  year.  As  each 
vehicle  necessitates  a  minimum  of  two  visits,  to  provide  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  procedures,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  actual  removal  of  the  vehicle,  and  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  work  involved,  this  is  a  time  consuming  job. 

The  increasing  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  the  refuse 
vehicles  is  a  matter  of  some  concern.  As  a  condition  of  the 
Council’s  Group  Operators  Licence,  arrangements  were 
made  with  a  local  garage  for  each  vehicle  to  be  inspected 
and  any  necessary  repairs  carried  out,  on  a  6  weekly  basis; 
regular  inspections  are  also  carried  out  by  the  manufac¬ 
turers.  Whilst  some  of  the  defects  which  have  developed  are 
the  inevitable  result  of  the  nature  of  the  work  these  vehicles 
are  subjected  to,  it  is  surprising  that  others  were  not  de¬ 
tected  and  remedial  action  taken  during  these  inspections. 
As  I  have  indicated  on  previous  occasions  there  is  a  definite 
need  for  our  own  adequate  maintenance  and  repair  facilities. 
This  problem  is  particularly  highlighted  during  1973,  when 
the  exemption  for  refuse  vehicles  to  be  plated  and  tested 
annually  expires. 

This  will  require  high  initial  expenditure  on  overhaul¬ 
ing  and  modifying  the  vehicles  to  bring  them  in  line  with 
the  requirements  of  the  regulations  and  a  subsequent  high 
standard  of  maintenance. 

Tipping  continued  during  the  year  at  Siddick  but  the 
life  of  this  site  is  very  limited,  necessitating  a  search  for 
alternative  sites.  Under  Local  Government  reorganisation 
the  control  of  waste  disposal  will  surprisingly  be  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Council,  although  the  District  Council  can 
undertake  the  function  on  an  agency  basis.  Whilst  I  can 
appreciate  that  in  the  larger  urban  conurbations  there  are 
problems  regarding  waste  disposal,  within  the  non  metro¬ 
politan  districts  the  separation  of  collection  and  disposal  is 
likely  to  cause  more  problems  than  are  ultimately  solved. 
I  would  have  thought  that  one  of  the  objectives 
of  reorganisation  was  to  create  District  Council’s  of 
sufficient  size,  resources  and  expertise  to  deal  with 
the  expanding  concept  of  waste  disposal.  In  view  of 
these  coming  changes  the  department  concentrated  on 


56 


providing  short  term  sites  and  a  planning  application  was 
submitted  and  approved  for  a  site  at  Northside  and  Harring¬ 
ton,  with  a  potential  life  of  under  12  months.  Consideration 
was  also  given  to  the  use  of  the  old  Harbour,  but  this  pro¬ 
posal  is  now  to  be  incorporated  within  the  Lower  Derwent 
Valley  Scheme.  The  tip  at  Siddick  continued  to  create  a 
number  of  problems,  not  least  of  which  is  its  exposed  posi¬ 
tion  and  despite  the  extension  of  the  screens,  on  several 
occasions  very  strong  winds  made  tipping  a  difficult  job 
and  spread  paper  over  a  wide  area.  In  addition  the  tip  road 
required  almost  constant  attention  and  the  flooding  of  parts 
of  the  road  has  continued  to  contribute  to  the  deterioration 
of  our  vehicles. 

The  Work  Study  of  the  collection  rounds  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  negotiations  were  started 
with  the  manual  employees.  But  the  outcome  of  these  would 
seem  very  unsure,  indeed  I  have  a  number  of  reservations 
myself  on  the  viability  of  the  scheme  proposed. 
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Vehicles  in  Service  at  the  end  of  1972 — 
Refuse  Collection 


Type  of  Vehicle  Registration  No.  and 

Date  Registered 


Shelvoke  &  Drewry.  35  cu  yd. 

Pakamatic.  GRM  20 ID 

Shelvoke  &  Drewry.  35  cu  yd. 

Pakamatic.  JRM  618D 

Shelvoke  &  Drewry  20  cu  yd. 

Pakamatic.  PAO  633F 

Shelvoke  &  Drewery  35  cu.  yd.  SRM  704  G 
Morris  Van.  TAO  664  G 

Commer  Canopied  CRM  625K 

Pick  Up 

Shelvoke  &  Drewry  EAO  76 IK 

Freighter 


(March)  1966 

(October)  1966 

(April)  1968 
(April,  1969) 
(May),  1969 
(October)  1971 

(March)  1972 


Salvage 

Fordson  Tractor /Shovel.  CRM  650  (November)  1960 
6  Salvage  Trailers.  Purchased  1967 


Refuse  Disposal 

5  Ton  Bedford  Tipper  WRM  995H  (June)  1970 
Track  Marshall  1100  (February)  1970 


Staff  at  end  of  1972 

Foreman.  R.  Robinson. 

Deputy  Foreman.  L.  Bland. 


Refuse  Collection 

Drivers 

Drivers  /  Labourers 
Labourers 

Salvage  Depot 

Labourers 

Refuse  Disposal 

Driver  . 

Labourer 


5 

3 

16 


2 


1 

1 


Total 


28 
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In  addition  to  the  permament  staff  a  maximum  of  5 
temporary  men  were  taken  on  for  varying  periods  of  time  to 
replace  staff  off  duty  during  times  of  exceptional  sickness 
and  during  holidays. 


All  these  figures  relate  to  Financial  Year : 


Number  of  loads  of  refuse 
removed  to  tip 

Estimated  weight  of 
refuse  removed 

Weight  of  salvage 
baled  and  sold 

Total  receipts  for 
salvage  sold 

Total  bonus  shared 
between  men 

Average  bonus  per 
man  for  year 

Cost  of  refuse  collection 

Cost  of  disposal 

Cost  of  Salvage 

Total 


70/71 

1971/72 

1972/73 

3526 

4225 

3949 

5202T 

6249T 

6250T 

384T 

207T 

192T 

£  4096 

£  3447 

£  2700 

£  818 

£  548 

£  120 

£  27 

£  21 

£  4*30 

£50845 

£54908 

£61359 

£  5299 

£  5296 

£  7139 

£  522 

£  1816 

£  60 

£56666 

£58020 

£68558 

Salvage 


Salvage  Service  £2640 

Bonus  £  120 


£2760 

Receipts  £2700 


£  60 


Cost 
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